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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT WASHINGTON STAR EDITORIAL OF MAY 9, 

1977, HEADED "PROGRESS WITH HANOI." 

2. THE PROGRESS MADE LAST WEEK IN UNITED STATES-VIETNAMESE 
RELATIONS WAS A TRIBUTE TO GOOD SENSE. THE TWO SIDES COULD 
HAVE GOTTEN MIRED IN A FRUITLESS DIALOGUE ON POINTS THAT MAY 
NOT BE SETTLED FOR YEARS, IF EVER. LIKE TE FATE OF 

EVERY LAST MAN ON OUR MISSING-IN- ACTION LIST, OR A FINAL 
AMERICAN RESPONSE TO HANOI'S BID FOR A MI IT TIBT T . 1 .ION-DOT .FAR 
U.S. "CONTRIBUTION" TO VIETNAMESE RECONSTRUCTION. 

3. INSTEAD, THE FIRST TWO-DAY SESSION IN PARIS PRODUCED 
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THE NEWS THAT WASHINGTON WILL DROP ITS VETO OF UNITED 
NATIONS MEMBERSHIP FOR VIETNAM, AND HANOI WILL TRY TO 
PROVIDE MORE INFORMATION ABOUT OUR MIAS. THE PROSPECT IS 
FOR AN EARLY EXCHANGE OF AMBASSADORS AND THE END OF THE U.S. 
EMBARGO ON TRADE WITH VIETNAM. 

4. BUT THESE STEPS WERE FOLLOWED QUICKLY BY A WARNING FROM 
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CAPITOL HILL THAT AMERICAN AID TO THE COMMUNIST REGIME, TWO 
YEARS AFTER ITS COMPLETE TAKEOVEP OF SOUTH VIETNAM, IS OUT 
OF THE QUESTION FOR THE TIME BEING. THE HOUSE OF REPRESEN- 
TATIVES VOTED 266 TO 131 TO AMEND A STATE DEPARTMENT MONEY 
BILL, FORBIDDING EXPENDITURES EVEN "FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
NEGOTIATING REPARATIONS, AID OR ANY OTHER FORM OF PAYMENT" 

5. WHETHER OR NOT T;IS AMENDMENT IS AN UNSUSTAINABLE 
ATTACK ON THE ADMINISTRATION'S PREROGATIVE TO DISCUSS 

SUCH MATTERS WITH A FOREIGN GOVERNMENT, AND WHETHER OR NOT 
THE SENATE AGREES WITH THE HOUSE ACTION, THE MESSAGE TO 
HANOI SHOULD BE CLEAR: DON’T ASK FOR A NICKEL RIGHT NOW, 
PARTICULARLY IN A FORM THAT SUGGESTS REPARATIONS OR THE SA 
SATISFACTION OF AN OBLIGATION ON THE PART OF THE UNITED 
STATES, CONGRESS WILL NOT COUGH UP. PRESIDENT CARTER 
RECOGNIZES NO SUCH OBLIGATION. THE STATE DEPARTMENT RE- 
AFFIRMS THAT IT IS NOT OFFERING AID. 

6. IT WILL DO NO GOOD FOR HANOI OR ITS APOLIGISTS TO 
CLAIM THAT PRESIDENT NIXON IN 1973 ATTACHED NO CONDITIONS 
TO WHAT T;EY CALL A "PLEDGE; OF DOLLARS 3.25 BILLION IN 

AID, IN CONNECTION WITH THAT YEAR'S CEASE-FIRE NEGOTIATIONS. 
NORT; VIETNAM LATER SHATTERED THE CEASE-FIRE IN ITS ULTI- 
MATELY SUCCESSFUL OFFENSIVE TO CRUSH THE AMERICAN-SUPPORTED 
SAIGON REGIME IN THE SOUTH AND UNITE THE COUNTRY UNDER 
HANOTS LEADERSHIP. ANY OBLIGATION ON WASHINGTON'S PART TO 
FURNISH RECONSTRUCTION AID WAS SHATTERED ALONG WITH 
THE TRUCE. 
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7. VIETNAMESE LEADERS UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE HEARD ABOUT AMERI- 
CAN GENEROSITY TO FORMER WARTIME ADVERSARIES. BUT THEY 
SHOULD KEEP IN MIND THAT THE GERMANS AND JAPANESE DID NOT 
PROCLAIM A POSTWAR U.S. "RESPONSIBILITY" TO REBUILD THEIR 
ECONOMIES. (THOSE EARLIER ADVERSARIES ALSO DID NOT WIND 

UP AS TERRITORIAL CONQUERORS.) 

8. THE QUESTION OF DIRECT AID TO VIETNAM (AS OPPOSED 

TO MORE ROUTINE AMERICAN ACQUIESCENCE IN AID THROUGH INTER- 
NATIONAL AGENICES) WILL BE DECIDED NOW BY HOW FRIENDLY 
THE "NORMALIZED" RELATIONS WITH VIETNAM BECOME OVER A 
PERIOD OF MONTHS AND YEARS. AND BY WHAT AID POLICY TO- 
WARD VIETNAM WILL BE FOUND TO BE IN THE INTEREST OF THE 
UNITED STATES. (END TEXT) CHRISTOPHER 
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